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I enjoyed this book and found it easy to read. The
chapters cover most of the common, and some of the
more unusual, clinical scenarios the vascular surgeon
is likely to face in their practice. The refreshing way in
which each chapter introduces the case and then
encourages readers to follow through the case by
thinking about his or her own decisions with regard to
management is a effective way of stimulating sur-
geons, especially trainees, to appreciate and questions
the perceived wisdom and evidence-base in amore
realistic manner. Perhaps the most stimulating areas
are where there is, in reality, little or no ‘level 1’
evidence to fall back on. For then, one is left with
‘experience’ or ‘anecdote’ depending on whether one
agrees or disagrees with the sentiments being
expressed by the authors. For example in chapter 5,
how good is the evidence for intervening in asympto-
matic carotid stenoses prior to coronary artery bypass
grafting and thoraco-abdominal aneurysm repair.
A randomised trial will probably never be done and,
if it were, the results would be subject to wide
interpretation as were the results of ACAS. Is
population-based screening for AAA in ‘white men
over 60 years of age’ really evidence-based in terms of
extending life? Criticisms and suggestions include a
rather illogical ordering of the chapters, the lack of an
overall summary of objectives and content, and a
rather illiberal use of figures and plates. There are
also a number of inconsistencies, printing and typo-
graphical errors. For example, question 4 in chapter 35
was not apparently addressed; the answer to question
8 in chapter 5 says that the patient developed para-
plegia hours to days later, which appears to differ from
what was presented in the case; and does a de Bakey
dissection III involve the ascending aorta as suggested
in chapter 6? But, overall, the authors and editors are
to be congratulated. I liked the format very much and
hope that further editions will be forthcoming.
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